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The War on Plastic Straws
ZHURIRERNLERIRE ?

The war on straws is growing as many people want to ban the use of plastic
straws. Governments and fast-food restaurants are working to reduce plastic
waste. McDonald’s has stopped providing plastic straws. Starbucks will stop

using straws by 2020. Eco-friendly alternatives are available, but many of them

have other problems.

Plastic straws are bad for the earth because they cannot be recycled. There
are around eight million tons of plastic trash that end up in our oceans every
year. Sea turtles are being found with straws stuck up their noses.

Two of the most common straw alternatives are paper and metal.
Paper straws are still a single-use waste item and are not much better for the
environment than plastic straws. Metal straws may conduct heat and they are
also hard to clean as bacteria can grow inside the straw. The best option is to go

strawless as people will save the earth by reducing waste.
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Vocabulary

5 RNEFAHERETZ TBERH/NE 2000 BAEXFH)

straw (n.) IRE ocean (n.) /&%

« T want to drink juice through a * Megan enjoyed the ocean breeze
straw. at the beach.

ﬁ/u\ﬁﬁ U&é”%%/-l_ o **E?E § )J Iﬂﬂ

waste (n.) BE&l ~ 1R dangerous (ad].) BIEAY

* There are many ways to reduce * A dangerous snake appeared on
household waste. the driveway.

BHF2H RS FERIR © 858 B —1Fskkavie o

provide (v.) 2t metal (n.) &8

* They want to provide more food * Metal and paper can be recycled.
for the homeless shelter. EEAMREIUDUBFIA -
PSR E S R RE 56V
WESHT

recycle (n.) [EUY conduct (v.) 53 ~ {7

* Joseph recycled many of the * The team would like to conduct
boxes from the office. market research.

HBEIHNZONFFZRT © SEEXBETHIZIIT

Challenge Words @

e war (n.) B * alternative (n.) I ERKHEY

e ban (v.) 21t common (adj.) ZiEH

* plastic (adj.) 8R2HY * bacteria (n.) #HE&

e reduce (v.) (bacterium EY#E2K )
eco-friendly (adj.) IR{REY e option (n.) #E$E
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Challenge Questions

@ According to the passage, which of the following statements is true about
paper straws?
(A) They can be reused multiple times.
(B) They are not much better for the environment than plastic straws.
(C) They conduct heat.
(D)

D) They end up in oceans every year.

@) What s a disadvantage of metal straws?
(A) They are single-use waste.
(B) They are antibacterial.
(C) They are hard to clean.
(D) They are suitable for people with disabilities.

€) What is the best way for most people to become environmentally friendly?
(A) Use metal straws.

B) Use paper straws.

(B)
(C) Go strawless.
(D)

D) Use plastic straws.
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The Earth Is Getting Warmer Due to
Human Activity

AFREBEMEIXR(E

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said the earth is
warming faster than we feared and is expected to reach 1.5 degrees of global
warming over the next 20 years. Human activity is changing the climate. Many

parts of the world have already experienced drought, heatwaves, and flooding.

The IPCC report found that the global surface temperature was 1.09°C
higher between 2011-2020 than between 1850-1900. In addition to the rising sea
levels, we experienced longer warm seasons and shorter cold seasons. Many of
these consequences of climate change are not going to recover.

In November, COP26, the UN Climate Change Conference will be held in
Glasgow. The meeting will gather leaders from 196 countries to agree on actions
to stop climate change, such as ending the use of coal, stopping deforestation,
switching to electric vehicles, and investing in renewable energy to reduce

carbon dioxide emission.
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Vocabulary

5 RNEFAHERETZ TBERH/NE 2000 BAEXFH)

fear (v.)(n.) E1A
* His biggest fear is spiders.

fERENE6V 2BV o

experience (v.)(n.) #EFE ; #EE

* He has profound experience in
public health.
i AHREREVEE F R E T
ES o

expect (v.) BAfF

* We expect the team to complete
the project by this week.
HKIPHAE S @B EERIRE TN E
=o

electric (adj.) EEHY

* Sean needs to recharge his
electric bike.

BRBE2RMHNBEMBERE -

activity (n.) 55&)

* He enjoys outdoor activities very
much.

HREEFINGED

energy (n.) B8 ~ 5&/J

* She is always full of energy in the
art class.

I BITRBZ MG ] °

climate (n.) R{%

* They prefer to live in a cold
climate.

P LEREREERSORIEDP ©

Challenge Words

4

* global (adj.) 2EkHY

e drought (n.) 2%
heatwave (n.) BuR

* flooding (n.) 7k

e season (n.) Z=Hi

* consequence (n.) &R

e coal (n.) fi%
deforestation (n.) ZRMER{X
e vehicle (n.) Xi@TH
renewable (adj.) ATB4EH
emission (n.) B
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Challenge Questions

@ What does the report say about the world in the future?
(A) We would live longer in a cold climate.
(B) It encourages the use of renewable energy to increase carbon dioxide
emission.
(C) We are unable to live in the world due to the rising of sea levels.

(D) It would reach 1.5 degrees of global warming over the next 20 years.

@) What is causing the earth to warm up so quickly?
(A) Use of electric cars.
(B) Rising of sea levels.
(C) Human activity.

(D) Earthquakes.

€) What are the consequences of climate change?
A) Heatwaves.

B) Shorter cold seasons.

C) Flooding.

D) All of the above.
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""Mercy Release" is a Cruel Practice
MEBnE) B—ERINMNE

Fangsheng, an age-old practice, is still common in Taiwan. People in religious
groups release captured birds, reptiles, or fish to earn merit. It is meant to bring
good luck, but instead it is cruel to animals and damages delicate ecosystems.

Long ago, animals that were going to be killed were bought and freed. But the
practice created an industry in several Asian countries where many animals are
bred or captured specifically for such rituals.

Fangsheng translates as “mercy release,” but the practice often leads to the
death of the released animals. If the animals do survive, they may also cause
ecological havoc. The people mean well, and think they are releasing the animals
into a beautiful environment where they'd grow well, but they release non-
indigenous invasive species where they don’t belong and soon the native species in
the area start disappearing.

In 2007, the Nantou County Government became the first local authority in
Taiwan—possibly the first in the world—to issue rules for animal releases. These
rules are designed to ensure that only releases approved by the authorities go
ahead, but some groups still perform acts of mercy-release rites without first getting

official approval.

MER—EOENME AOBMAEBET - RABRSMERENTR ez
RARRURBIRIDRE - EREFRIZE  BER L HERRTE)  MESRIRIETSEE

RALRD AFZERAZWERNBDWBEREN - B LHUAEMNFFZER
RIET—BER: /T SRENZIEFENMBIEF Y

TP L BYZRSCEARY, "mercy release. ' BEREIEER RS BRI EMVEMIILT - B
EEMWES  MPIRTREEEMERSEH - APIERER  BAtPIISEENEI—E%=
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BEME AR ZIMES A T YIERMRIGERT
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Vocabulary

5 RNEFAHERETZ TBERH/NE 2000 BAEXFH)

practice (n.) &/l

* It's common practice in the
States to tip the waiter.

X EEZHRBENE °

earn (v.) B8
* Jack earns a lot of money.

e SIRZEE -

common (adj.) @89
* Mike and his best friend have
many common interests.

SR RIS R S HEN
B o

cruel (adj.) 389

* The cruel boy kicked the dog.
AEIRPEB%E S5 ©

people (n.) A

* The shopping mall is full of
people.

BIPIIEmR SN °

damage (v.) 5=

* The car was badly damaged in
the accident.

AEMERE S PRRESZIE o

group (n.) B88 ; B

* The group worked on the project
together.

EER—IESIFTNERE °

Challenge Words

create (v.) B35S

* Being kind to others can create a
good impression.

EFtAI LIRSS ©

b__

e religious (adj.) =&/
* release (n.) (v.) ik
reptile (n.) T€1TEN¥)

* merit (n.) Th4&
ecosystem (n.) £REZR 4
ritual (n.) &=V
havoc (n.) &%) ; 3%
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Challenge Questions

@ Which animal might people use to do fangshang release?
(A) A pigeon.

(B) A cat.

€

(D) An elephant

@) Which might best describe paragraph three?

(A) Fire attack.

(B) Perfect storm.

(C) Biological invasion.
(D) Nature is best.

€) Why did the native species in areas start disappearing?
A) They got lost.

B) They were taken away by people releasing animals.

(

(B)

(C) They went north for winter.
(D)

D) The animals released there ate them.
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